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Communications during a mine emergency are
a critical part of safe fire fighting and evacua-
tion activities. A successful evacuation or fire
fighting operation is dependent on the quality
and timeliness of the information that is com-
municated. The sooner miners are notified of a
problem, the greater the chance of a success-
ful fire fighting effort, or a successful evacua-
tion. TIME IS NEVER YOUR FRIEND during a
mine fire, or other mine emergency; however,
hasty response based on incomplete or inac-
curate information can lead to avoidable inju-
ries or fatalities.

LOCATIONS

v Working Sections v" Belt Drives
v' Strategic Locations

e ALWAYS provide prompt, accurate infor-
mation to the surface regarding emergency
situations.

e ALWAYS promptly follow the instructions of
the designated responsible person.

e ALWAYS consider the use of personal com-
munication devices that could provide key
mine personnel early warning in the event
of a fire or emergency situation.

e ALWAYS consider optional forms of remote
communication such as interlocking mine
power or main belt operation with the main
mine fans.

* NEVER disregard or take lightly reports of
a mine fire.

e NEVER assume anything has been com-
pleted during an emergency. ASK FIRST!
* NEVER attempt to respond to an emergen-

cy situation without first getting instructions
from the designated responsible person.



It Happened . ..

< A fire rekindled following a roof fall in the

gob. The longwall area and eventually the
mine was sealed. All miners were success-
fully evacuated through the use of Personal
Emergency Device (PED) System.

Several miners conducted an unplanned re-
sponse to what they mistakenly thought was
a fire on another section, rather than evacu-
ating the mine. In fact, an explosion had oc-
curred that had destroyed critical ventilation
controls. Because of the destroyed ventila-
tion controls, a second explosion occurred
that killed the responding miners.

Example of a communication station for
dispatcher

Example of a mine wide monitoring
control room

Aniue Home Hive

U.S. Department of Labor
Mine Safety and Health Administration
Visit our Web site at www.msha.gov

June 2006






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		BP-85 Communications Fire Protection.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

